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CONTEXT

Access to natural resources and healthy ecosystems is es-
sential for human wellbeing, dignity and sustainable livelihoods. 
Natural resource management and governance are, however, 
highly complex and water, food, and energy security are mul-
tifaceted. 

Worldwide, scarce natural resources and the environment are 
increasingly exploited while at the same time the demand for 
freshwater, agricultural products and energy is rising. Inequal-
ities in the distribution and access to water, energy and food 
are exacerbated by the impacts of climate change. 

Agriculture uses the major share 
(69%) of global freshwater resources1

30% of global energy consumption 
is used for food production and supply2

90% of global power generation 
is water-intensive3

1  UNESCO (2021); 2 FAO (2011); 3 UN (2014)
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THE WATER-ENERGY-FOOD NEXUS APPROACH

The Water-Energy-Food (WEF) Nexus approach addresses this 
complex reality and recognises that water, energy and food se-
curity can only be achieved through safeguarding, protecting 
and upholding natural resources. It contributes to a better un-
derstanding of the deep interconnectedness between natural 
resources and their planning, management and consumption. 
For example, pumping to irrigate crops can lead to over-ex-
ploitation of water resources. The cultivation of biofuel crops, 
while they provide renewable alternatives to fossil fuels, can 
compete with food production for land and water.

At its heart, the WEF Nexus promotes a holistic and integrated 
way of thinking and acting to ensure inclusive water, energy 
and food security in a sustainable way. It draws attention to 
opportunities: untangling trade-offs, inspiring compromises 
and uncovering synergies. It further promotes policy coher-
ence and multi-sectoral cooperation at all levels. 

OBJECTIVES

Building on the results of Phase I, the Nexus Regional Dialogues 
Programme Phase II aims to institutionalise the WEF Nexus 
approach in national and regional governance structures and 
investment decisions and to engage the  public and private in-
vestors for WEF Nexus projects.

APPROACH AND ACTIVITIES 

The Nexus Regional Dialogues Programme is implemented in 
Central Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, Middle East and 
North Africa, the Niger Basin and Southern Africa in coopera-
tion with regional partner organisations.

Together with its regional partners, the Nexus Regional Dia-
logues Programme assists stakeholders to bring the WEF Nex-
us approach to the mainstream of governance and investment. 
Concrete policy recommendations and governance frame-
works for an integrated natural resource management are de-
veloped. Furthermore, investment opportunities for multi-sec-
toral projects are identified. In order to complement this work 
with evidence-based arguments, the programme contributes 
to the operationalization and impact assessment of WEF Nex-
us demonstration projects in the regions.

Through innovative training, the Nexus Regional Dialogues Pro-
gramme builds both enthusiasm and capacity for multi-sectoral 
WEF Nexus decision making and investment planning. Hands-
on tools, guidelines and best practices to take the WEF Nexus 
approach from theory to practice, are disseminated through 
participation in international events and the Nexus Resource 
Platform (www.water-energy-food.org).

The Global Nexus Secretariat based at GIZ headquarters in 
Germany, supports the five Nexus Regional Dialogues with 
technical assistance and facilitates cross-regional exchange 
and learning.

“Nexus mainstreaming can only be achieved 
through participatory approaches. Continued 
stakeholder dialogues and validation of data 
and information foster cross-sectoral 
exchange and mutual understanding.”

– Mariana Rodriguez, Head of NRD Programme, GIZ
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