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Chapter 1: Introduction / Water-Energy-Food (WEF) nexus in times of pandemics

Introduction

In this Call for proposals information is provided about the application procedure for ‘Integrating Health
Approaches and the Water-Energy-Food (WEF) Nexus’ funding round. This Call for proposals falls under
the responsibility of the National Research Foundation (NRF) of South Africa and the Dutch Research
Council (NWOQO).

In this Call for proposals you will find information about the aim of this programme (Chapter 2), the
conditions for the grant application (Chapter 3) and how your pre-proposal and full proposal will be
assessed (Chapter 4). This is the information you need to submit a grant application. Chapter 5 states
the obligations for grant recipients in the event you are awarded funding, Chapter 6 contains the contact
details and Chapter 7 the annexes.

Background

The Dutch Research Council (NWO), through the Merian Fund?, and the National Research Foundation
(NRF) of South Africa support a long-term scientific collaboration in the Water, Energy and Food (WEF)
nexus field. By issuing calls for proposals regularly and by inviting consortia in which researchers from
knowledge institutions from both countries work together with societal partners from public, semi-
public and private organisations, NWO and the NRF hope to provide effective contributions to support
transformations towards sustainability and gradually expand the knowledge base on the WEF nexus
field.

NWO and NRF have agreed on strategic knowledge and innovation agendas. A Call for proposals on a
jointly agreed theme based on this agenda is published biannually. Funded research projects should be
aligned to national research agendas, as well as international initiatives such as the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. The collaboration is characterised by an impact-focused approach towards broad
societal challenges, is interdisciplinary in nature, and involves societal partners throughout the process.

For this call, NWO and NRF have also agreed to adapt this bilateral programme into a regional
programme in order to link expertise across geographic boundaries and by so doing allowing researchers
to apply interventions with multiple populations simultaneously. The spread of partners and institutions
will also widen access to a greater number of techniques to do research and has the potential to enhance
institutional networks beyond the academic sphere allowing for trans-disciplinary research and the
principle of co-creation. The WEF nexus is a global, regional and national challenge that cannot be solved
by one country alone. It requires multi-country partnerships, multi- and interdisciplinary research with
arange of diverse participants in a single project. A partnership between Africa and the Netherlands has
a great potential to contribute to the kind of sustainable global society NRF and NWO are all currently
aiming for. Therefore, the South African and Dutch researchers are hereby encouraged to include
research partners from any of the 16 African countries whose ministries and granting councils are a
participating member in the Science Granting Councils Initiative? (SGCI). See Annex 7.1 for a list of
eligible African countries within SGCI.

! The Merian Fund is an initiative of NWO, and aims to stimulate long-term collaboration with important (emerging) science
nations. The Merian Fund focuses on broad scientific themes of societal importance that require a mission-oriented approach.
The Merian Fund cooperates with seven partners in five countries: FAPESP (Brazil), NSFC and CAS (China), DST and DBT (India),
RISTEKDIKTI (Indonesia) and NRF (South Africa). WOTRO Science for Global Development is responsible for the implementation
of the calls under the Merian Fund. For more information, see: www.nwo.nl/merianfund.

2 5GCl is a multi-funder initiative that aims to strengthen the capacities of 16 science granting councils in Sub-Saharan Africa in
order to support research and evidence-based policies that will contribute to economic and social development. The SGCI
contributes to strengthening the ability of science granting councils to manage research, design and monitor research
programmes based on the use of robust science, technology and innovation (STI) indicators, support knowledge exchange with
the private sector, and strengthen partnerships between Science Granting Councils and other science system actors. For more
information see: https://sgciafrica.org/en-za/home.
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Available budget

The available budget for this Call for proposals is € 2,800,000 on the Dutch side, and R10 Million (around
€ 580,000) on the South African side. Within this Call for proposals it is expected that a maximum of four
proposals will be awarded funding.

Submission deadlines

The 2022 NWO (Merian Fund) NRF Call for proposals consists of three phases:
— aresearch initiative announcement and matchmaking phase;
— a pre-proposal submission phase; and
— afull proposal submission phase.

The deadline for the submission of research initiatives (not mandatory), which are to be submitted to
NWO, is 18 January 2022, at 14:00:00 hours CET.

The deadline for the submission of pre-proposals (mandatory), which are to be submitted to NWO, is 1
March 2022, at 14:00:00 hours CET.

The deadline for the submission of full proposals (mandatory), which are to be submitted to both the
NWO and NRF, is: 29 September 2022,

- at 14:00:00 hours CEST for the submission to NWO; and
- at 23:59:59 hours SAST for the submission to NRF.

When you submit your application in ISAAC and the NRF Online Submission System, you will also need
to enter some details online. Therefore please start submitting your application at least one week before
the deadline of this Call for proposals. Applications that are submitted after the deadline will not be
taken into consideration.
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This chapter describes the aim of the programme and the societal impact.

Aim of the programme

Background

Many societal challenges are global in nature and require flexibility and creativity to find solutions. The
COVID-19 pandemic has not only caused immeasurable losses and casualties from a health perspective,
but also in the global economy, resulting in high social and environmental costs. If anything, the
pandemic demonstrates the risks and limits of globalisation, sector-based approaches and linear
thinking in general. The world was caught unprepared, as seen through shortages of essential items at
places and times they were needed the most. In addition, the initial reactive responses inadvertently
aggravated the stresses in other sectors. Company closures and job losses during and after the
lockdowns resulted in a cascading collapse of the global economic system. This included disruptions in
production, finance, health, and transport, due to a combination of both demand and supply shocks.
Impacts on the ground varied from relatively mild in resilient (often more affluent) societies to
devastating in some (mostly poorer) countries and vulnerable groups. This increased inequity at local
and international scales.

National governments generally struggled to cope with the challenges. In their reactive responses, they
tried to address the immediate needs, while at the same time attempting to address longer-term issues
the pandemic exposed. The lingering problems underline the urgency to better address intricate trade-
offs between health, economic, social, and national goals. The interconnectedness of the challenges
humankind is currently facing has reignited the discussion on the importance of trans-sectoral and
inclusive approaches in achieving sustainability. Transformative approaches, such as WEF nexus thinking,
have the potential to inform coherent policies and strategies that address the systemic origins and
impacts of shocks in an integrated manner. It may guide decision making processes by identifying priority
areas needing intervention, enhancing synergies, and minimising unintended negative trade-offs
necessary for resilient communities.

However, the COVID-19 crisis has also pointed at weaknesses in WEF nexus thinking, which so far hardly
considered health issues. Debates on gaps in the WEF nexus concern the lack of risk-based perspectives
and the need for a better consideration of spatial aspects in resource integration3. Potential responses
to shocks and solutions for the WEF nexus should not just be country-focused but should also be
considered at cross-regional and international interdependencies and collaboration, e.g. trade issues,
globalisation, and relocation of production.

Thematic focus: Integrating Health Approaches in the Water-Energy-Food
(WEF) nexus

The present pandemic gives reason to include public health as a specific field of attention within the
WEF nexus research area. What can we learn from the immediate effects of COVID-19 to make WEF
nexus transformations more resilient and robust to risks and crises? And the other way around: can we
develop and apply WEF nexus-based transformative approaches to better support pandemic response
and preparedness strategies?

A more holistic approach is thus needed, incorporating health, equity and wellbeing. Integrated
approaches, such as EcoHealth, aim to bridge the gap between human, animal, environmental, and
social health and have been proposed as most useful approaches for tackling COVID-19 and other

3 see for example: The water-energy-food nexus and COVID-19: Towards a systematization of impacts and responses -

ScienceDirect


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969721015977
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969721015977
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pandemics. The COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan (GHRP)# is also promoting such linkages
and collaborations and the use of integrated approaches in ensuring human health and achieving
sustainable development.

General aim and objectives

This call seeks research projects that will integrate the health component in WEF nexus planning through
demonstrated practical case studies. Thus, the successful projects should demonstrate and address the
interlinkages between water-energy-food, the broader socio-ecological environment and human health
in view of providing better response to pandemics, health risks and crises.

The collaborative research financed by NWO and the National Research Foundation (NRF) in this
programme is intended to work towards scientific knowledge and innovative solutions for high scientific
and societal impact. At the same time, NRF and NWO aim to enhance and strengthen sustainable
research collaboration between their two countries and other partners in Africa. We want to invite
consortia in which researchers from knowledge institutions will work with societal partners from public,
semi-public and private organisations, in order to increase the societal relevance of their research.

This programme therefore, serves as a national and regional research platform designed to provide the
knowledge needed to support transformations towards sustainability, by focusing on the Water-Energy-
Food (WEF) nexus as the main research area. The objectives of this call include, but are not limited to:

- Providing systematic data, analyses and demonstrated practical case studies on the impact of
the pandemics on WEF provision, supply, services, as well as feedback loops and trade-offs that
can inform policy and decision making.

- Integrating the health and risk components into the existing WEF nexus thinking, tools and
modelling.

- Developing nexus planning based scenarios to inform coherent strategic policy formulations
that encompass human health and wellbeing.

- Providing for more holistic approaches and planning tools to mitigating impacts of health and
other risks and raising pandemic preparedness.

- Enhancing the resilience initiatives and inform policy on proactive interventions towards
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

With this call, NWO and the NRF intend to support research that analyses the systemic, cascading or
cross-sectoral impacts of pandemics on the WEF nexus and that contributes to sustainable
transformations that integrate relevant health aspects. The research should pay specific attention to the
robustness of the nexus planning in terms of risk and the need for spatial - including cross-country -
integration. The call allows for the inclusion of research partners and case studies from African countries
whose ministries and granting councils are a participating member in the SGCI.

Therefore, this nexus research should address one or more of the following thematic areas:

1. Mapping the impacts of COVID-19 on the WEF nexus: Undoubtedly, COVID-19 has affected the
attainment of several SDGs. For example, the initial national lockdowns had severe impacts on food
insecurity due to the disruption of supply chains. At the same time, access to clean water and
sanitation was compromised in communities that lack access to gridded services. There is a need to
systematically map the impacts of COVID-19 on the WEF nexus, particularly assessing the impacts
of (hampering) achieving SDGs 2, 6, 7 and other related goals.

2. Including the health sector in WEF nexus conceptualisation, discourse, and analytical tools:
COVID-19 affected human health and threatened economies, jobs, and livelihoods. It highlighted
the need to include health considerations into WEF nexus thinking. Ideally, this implies that health
considerations should be factored into WEF nexus conceptualisation, discourse and, importantly,
analytical tools. The addition of a health component to existing WEF nexus analytical tools/models
will be a priority and supports the impact assessment of current and future pandemics on the WEF
nexus, thereby strengthening scenario analyses.

4 Global Humanitarian Response Plan COVID-19.pdf



https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/Global%20Humanitarian%20Response%20Plan%20COVID-19_1.pdf
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3. Including risk-based perspectives and spatial — cross-country - aspects in WEF integration and
integrate WEF nexus thinking into health approaches in reply to crises: COVID-19 exposed existing
gaps in historical spatial planning laws and WEF nexus thinking that have persisted and maintained
societal inequalities. This was apparent in the initial hard lockdowns, which restricted the
movement of people and goods. Going forward, there is a need to make WEF nexus concepts more
risk-based and to extend spatial integration in WEF nexus tools/models, focusing on resource-
scarce environments to inform more inclusive planning and equitable management of water,
energy and food. In addition, health strategies may benefit from WEF nexus concepts in providing
more inclusive and effective responses to crises.

4. Developing more holistic, health and risk sensitive approaches for sustainable livelihoods at a
local level: This integrates thematic areas 1, 2, and 3 to develop transformative adaptation
strategies to build or strengthen the resilience and sustainability of livelihoods to current and future
pandemics at the local level. Further to this, it will develop contextualised WEF nexus frameworks
and WEF-sensitive health risk and mitigation strategies to inform policy and decision-making at a
local up to cross-country spatial scales.

Integrated and flexible research approach

The challenges addressed in this call are interrelated and multi-scalar, and to reach impact require a
holistic approach that spans the entire research and innovation chain. The consortia should crosscut
scientific disciplinary boundaries (interdisciplinarity) and integrate scientific and practitioners’
knowledge in joint research (transdisciplinarity). Research should focus on the entire knowledge chain,
from fundamental to applied and practical research. The proposed research itself should be
characterised by integrated perspectives. It should evolve in a process of co-creation with different
partners: researchers from South Africa and the Netherlands, including researchers from any of the 16
African countries whose ministries and granting councils are a participating member in the SGCI (if part
of consortium), and societal partners should be actively involved throughout the entire project, in
(advising on) defining and conducting the research as well as in communicating the progress and results,
in order to jointly produce a mutually valued outcome. Added value may be achieved by integrating and
synthesising various sources of knowledge to create new knowledge and by creating sustainability
through the development of long-term knowledge relations.

Proposals should be based on a thorough review of existing knowledge and should preferably be
complementary to existing research initiatives and reinforce these were possible. Project teams are
encouraged to use a combination of quantitative and qualitative and quasi-experimental research
methods, including operational research, and should include research-into-use approaches.

Research consortia have to adopt a flexible and stepwise research approach and project management,
in order to accommodate the intermediate feedback and/or changing realities in policy and practice and
to maximise the relevance, potential for use and the sustainability and scalability of results. Throughout
project duration, consortia will proactively engage with relevant stakeholders, including policy dialogues.
As a consequence, research protocols, planning, design, and budget may need further refinement or
revision along the way to maximise the relevance and potential impact of research findings. Kick-off and
mid-term stages in project execution are formal moments to reflect on and adapt the research process.

Joint activities

The project teams are also expected to collaborate with other project teams awarded in this call, so as
to enhance the impact of the programme aim as a whole. As a part of this, projects will be expected to
contribute to (and attend) a joint kick-off, midterm, and final workshops, as well as a final call
conference. Projects should budget for this accordingly.
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International collaboration

Proposals should be characterised by equal partnership and sustainable collaboration among the South
African, Dutch and SGCI African partners (if part of consortium) and with stakeholders. This includes
inter-institutional cooperation, a balanced contribution to the proposed research, gender equality, a
focus on capacity building and a frequent exchange between the partners and stakeholders and taking
into consideration the South African transformation agenda.

Societal impact

New knowledge and insights from scientific research can make an important contribution to solutions
for current and future societal issues. Examples are the energy transition, health and care, or climate
change. Knowledge utilisation increases the chances of research having a societal impact and is therefore
an important aspect of the Cooperation South Africa — The Netherlands programme.

Knowledge utilisations

NWO and NRF define knowledge utilisation as an iterative process aimed at achieving societal impact.
Through interaction and alighment between researchers and possible users of knowledge, the chances
of knowledge utilisation and, accordingly, societal impact increase. NWO and NRF facilitate the possible
contribution of research to societal issues by encouraging productive interactions with societal
stakeholders during the development and realisation of the research.

In this programme, the Impact Plan approach is used. With this approach, NWO and NRF aim to facilitate
the development of an integrated strategy by researchers and partners with the target of increasing the
chances of the desired societal impact.

Impact Plan approach

The research conducted in this Call for proposals should have relevance and potential for impact beyond
the academic world, such as in societal, technical, economical or cultural realms. Societal impact is never
solely an outcome of knowledge and insight from research. Furthermore, societal impact is often only
realised in the years after a research project has been concluded. This is why, in addition to having a
societal or industry partner within the consortium, consortia should consider how relevant stakeholders
can be involved in, or benefit from, the design and realisation of the proposed research project.

To further enhance the potential for impact of the proposed research, the application should state how
approaches for achieving impact are integrated in the research design and conducted by the consortium
in engagement with end users, such as practitioners, policymakers, and industry. To this end, applicants
are asked to include an Impact Plan that sets out the potential for impact of the proposed research. The
Impact Plan approach to knowledge utilisation should be integrated into the research design and serves
as an aid to increase the impact potential of the proposed research.

The Impact Plan consists of the following elements:

—  Productive interactions: Exchanges between researchers and stakeholders in which knowledge is
produced and valued that is both scientifically robust and socially relevant. Examples of productive
interactions are: formulation of research questions and approaches jointly with potential end-
users (co-design), joint execution of research projects and interactive dialogue on research results
(co-creation). Interactions can be direct/personal, indirect or financial. The quantity as well as
quality of the productive interactions forms an indicator for the potential for societal impact.

— A Theory of Change describes how the research process can contribute to societal/economic
impact, taking into account the context, actors involved and describing the sequence of logically-

5 For more information about the NWO knowledge utilisation policy and the Impact Plan approach, see the website:
www.nwo.nl/en/knowledge-utilisation.
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linked consequential relations. Developing a Theory of Change in a joint effort with research
partners as well as stakeholders allows for making explicit which (and whose) problem is being
tackled, and how the desired change is perceived to happen through research efforts. Projections
on expected change will be based on a myriad of assumptions; documenting these assumptions
allows for reflection on whether and how expected pathways to impact remain adequate or need
adjustment. A Theory of Change is not fixed, but rather reflected on continuously throughout the
research process. For this reason, it is also used as part of the monitoring, evaluation and learning
trajectory.

— The Impact Pathway, which is part of the Theory of Change, is the visualisation of the change
process following from research execution as described in the Theory of Change. It makes explicit
how the research activities will lead to results (output) and how exchange of knowledge and the
uptake of research output will contribute to desired changes in behaviour, relationships, actions
and activities of partners and stakeholders (outcome) that are considered essential to achieving
the desired impact.

— A Strategic Activity Planning spells out how the proposed productive interactions contribute to
achieving outcomes. Outputs do not automatically lead to outcomes, thus strategies are needed
of the research consortium to plan and monitor how their efforts will enhance the potential for
outcomes. This planning should include specific activities for:

—  Stakeholder engagement: Who are the relevant stakeholders to engage with according to
context analysis, how are the productive interactions organised and when?;

— Communication strategy: How are engagement dialogues organised and results exchanged
and translated, and whose responsibility is it?;

—  Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning: How are results of activities monitored and evaluated,
such that assumptions can be tested and activities adjusted accordingly and whose
responsibility is it?;

— Capacity strengthening: How are required capacities (of consortium partners and
stakeholders) strengthened in order to achieve the outcomes, how is this organised and
whose responsibility is it?

An important part of your Theory of Change and Impact Pathway is to identify assumptions and make
them explicit. This concerns assumptions of the members of the consortium as well as stakeholders.
Making these assumptions explicit can help you identify where change may happen in a different way
than you envision, and where you may find that you need adjustment.

These activities should be placed under the budget module ‘Knowledge utilisation’ in the NWO budget
and “science engagement” in the NRF budget.

The NWO impact e-learning tool can help consortia with creating their impact plan. The e-learning is
available at: https://impact.nwo.nl/en/working-with-an-impact-plan.
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Box 1: Defining output, outcome and impact

Research outputs relate to the direct and immediate results obtained by a research project or
programme.

Research outcomes relate to the changes in behaviour, relationships, actions, or activities of
stakeholders as a result of sharing and uptake of research.

Research impact is defined as changes in economic, environmental and social conditions a project or
programme is aiming at.

Change is a complex process that depends on a variety of actors and factors of which research is only
one. Where research outputs fall under the direct sphere of control of a research project or
programme, outcomes belong to their sphere of influence, and impact to their sphere of interest.

Theory of Change
,/ Problem analysis \ / Impact Pathway \\

PROBLEM AREA TO BE
ADDRESSED

ASSUMPTIONS ASSUMPTIONS

(INTERMEDIATE)
OUTCOME

UNDERLYING KNOWLEDGE-
RELATED CAUSES

ASSUMPTIONS ASSUMPTIONS

IMPACT

CAUSES

OuTPUT

RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND APPROACH & PROJECT ACTIVITIES
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Conditions for applicants

This chapter contains the conditions that are applicable to your grant application. Firstly it describes who
can apply for funding (section 3.1) and what you can request funding for (section 3.2). Subsequently,
you will find the conditions for preparing and submitting the application (sections 3.3 and 3.4) and the
specific funding conditions (section 3.5).

Who can apply

Eligible consortia are composed of researchers based in the Netherlands and in South Africa as well as
at least one collaboration partner from a public, semi-public or private practitioner organisation.
Consortia are also encouraged to include researchers from any of the 16 African countries whose
ministries and granting councils are a participating member in the SGCI. On both the South African side
and the Dutch side a senior main applicant is actively involved. Specifically, the Dutch and South African
sides of the consortium must fulfil the following requirements:

Dutch side of the consortium:
— One main applicant who fulfils the requirements of 3.1.1.

South African side of the consortium:

— One main applicant who fulfils the requirements of 3.1.1;

— Ifthe main applicant is not employed at a historically disadvantaged university (see Annex 7.2 for a
list), a co-applicant who fulfils the requirements of 3.1.2.

On the Dutch side or the South African side of the consortium:

— Acollaboration partner from a public, semi-public or private practitioner organisation (for-profit or
not-for-profit) from either the Netherlands or South Africa and who fulfils the requirements of
3.1.4.

The South African side of the consortium may also include:

— One or more research partners from any of the 16 African countries whose ministries and granting
councils are a participating member in the SGCI who fulfils the requirements of 3.1.3 (see Annex
7.1).

The consortium may also include other co-applicants or collaboration partners, as long as they are
eligible according to the criteria in 3.1.2 or 3.1.3. Together, the consortium members will have the
responsibility to:

— formulate relevant research questions and approaches;

— formulate and submit the pre-proposal and full proposal through the main applicants;

— conduct the project activities;

— coordinate knowledge sharing and support the application, dissemination and communication of
the project results to a broader group of possible knowledge users that are not a member of the
consortium, and;

— take responsibility for the adequate and timely reporting conditions.

Each main applicant and consortium can only submit one proposal. A main applicant cannot participate
as a co-applicant in other proposals. From the NRF side South African researchers cannot serve as main
applicants or co-applicants on more than one proposal.

This call aims for collaboration across the knowledge sector, including fundamental and applied
research, to enhance demand articulation, ownership, and the effective uptake of results. For this
reason, all consortium partners, as well as relevant stakeholders, are expected to be engaged in all
phases of the project execution, from its inception to sharing the (emerging) results. Evidence of such
active engagement will be an important element in the assessment of project proposals and may be
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demonstrated through references to involvement in project preparation, active involvement as a project
partner and links between the proposed research project and ongoing projects of NGOs, private
enterprises, and/or policy implementation.

Main applicantss

Dutch side

Full, associate and assistant professors and other researchers? with a comparable position* may

submit an application if they have a tenured position (and therefore a paid position for an indefinite

period) or a tenure track agreement at one of the following organisations:

— universities located in the Kingdom of the Netherlands;

— university medical centres;

— institutes affiliated to the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) or NWO;
Netherlands Cancer Institute;

— the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen;

— Naturalis Biodiversity Center;

— Advanced Research Centre for NanoLithography (ARCNL);

—  Princess Maxima Center;

— University of applied sciences as referred to in Article 1.8 of the Higher Education and Scientific
Research Act (WHW).

Or at one of the following organisations:
—  |HE Delft Institute for Water Education;
— TO2 organisations.

For these two (types of) organisations, it is necessary to check whether they meet the following
cumulative criteria:

— is based in the Kingdom of the Netherlands;

— isa publicinstitute and carries out its research independently;

— receives at least 50 percent public funding;

— is not-for-profit other than for the purpose of carrying out further research;

— its researchers enjoy freedom of publication in international scientific journals.

Please note: these conditions will be assessed by NWO prior to submission of the pre-proposal. To this
end, the applicant’s organisation must submit the following documents by email to southafrica-
merian@nwo.nl no later than ten working days before the submission deadline, so by 14:00:00 hours
CET on 15 February 2022:

— arecent extract from the Chamber of Commerce register;

— the deed of incorporation, articles of association or other formal document indicating the public
task and the non-profit status;

— the latest available annual accounts accompanied by an auditor’s statement.

If NWO has not assessed the organisation in advance, it cannot take the pre-proposal into consideration.

*A comparable position refers to a researcher that has a demonstrable and comparable number of years
of experience in carrying out scientific research and supervising other researchers as a full, associate or
assistant professor. A lector or senior researcher employed by a university of applied sciences (HBO) or
a TO2 institute must be able to demonstrate three or more years of research experience in order to act
as a Principal Investigator.

5 Main applicant, also reffered to as Principal Investigator in South Africa, is a researcher who will bear the main responsibility
for the project including its technical and administrative coordination as well as scientific and financial reporting.

7 Such as the position of lector, which applies to researchers from a university of applied sciences (HBO).
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Persons with a zero-hour employment agreement or with a contract for a limited period of time (other
than a tenure track appointment) may not submit a proposal. An exception to the required duration of
appointment may be made for: lectors employed by a university of applied sciences (HBO) and senior
researchers employed by a university of applied sciences or a TO2 institute under a temporary
appointment that does not cover the entire duration of the project.

It could be the case that the applicant’s tenure track agreement ends before the intended completion
date of the project for which funding is applied for, or that before that date, the applicant’s tenured
contract ends due to the applicant reaching retirement age. In that case, the applicant needs to include
a statement from their employer in which the organisation concerned guarantees that the project and
all project members for whom funding has been requested will receive adequate supervision for the full
duration of the project.

Applicants with a part-time contract should guarantee adequate supervision of the project and all
project members for whom funding is requested.

South African side

—  Only working researchers/scientists residing in South Africa and affiliated with a recognised South
African public higher education or research institution such as a university, university of technology
or science council are eligible to apply.

—  Private higher education institutions are not eligible to apply under this programme.

—  The SMEs, private companies/ industries, and NGOs cannot serve as a main applicant but can form
part of the research consortium.

— It is ‘obligatory’ for South African main applicant based at historically advantaged institutions to
include, as part of the consortium, a research partner from any of the historically disadvantaged
institutions. Proposals submitted by an applicant based at a historically advantaged institution
without a research partner from a historically disadvantaged institution will be ineligible (and will
not be submitted for review). The research partner from the historically disadvantaged institution
in this case can serve as a co-applicant in the proposal (see section 3.1.2 below on ‘co-applicants’).
Also see Annex 7.2 for a list of historically disadvantaged universities.

—  Applicants based at historically disadvantaged institutions including (1) those based at the two new
universities, i.e. the Sol Plaatje University (SPU) and the University of Mpumalanga (UMP), and (2)
those based at the NRF National Research Facilities (such as SAIAB, SAEON, iThemba LABS, SAAO,
SARAOQ, ETC.) can act as Pls and submit proposals without the involvement of and/or partnering
with researchers based at historically advantaged institutions if they so wish.

Co-applicants
A co-applicant is a participant in the consortium and receives funding through the main applicant.

Dutch side
Full, associate and assistant professors and other researchers® with a comparable position* may be a
co-applicant if they have a tenured position (and therefore a paid position for an indefinite period) or a
tenure track agreement at one of the following organisations:
— one of the institutions listed in 3.1.1 (on the Dutch side of the consortium);
— an organisation not listed in paragraph 3.1.1 which meets the following cumulative criteria:
o is based in the Netherlands;
is a public institute and carries out its research independently;
receives at least 50 percent public funding;
is not-for-profit other than for the purpose of carrying out further research;
its researchers enjoy freedom of publication in international scientific journals.

O O O O

Please note: these conditions will be assessed by NWO prior to submission of the pre-proposal. To this
end, the co-applicant’s organisation must submit the following documents by email to southafrica-

8 Such as the position of lector, which applies to researchers from a univeristy of applied sciences (HBO).
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merian@nwo.nl no later than ten working days before the submission deadline, so by 14:00:00 hours
CET on 15 February 2022:

— arecent extract from the Chamber of Commerce register;

— the deed of incorporation, articles of association or other formal document indicating the public
task and the non-profit status;

— the latest available annual accounts accompanied by an auditor’s statement.

If NWO has not assessed the organisations in advance, it cannot take the pre-proposal into
consideration. Please note: If new applicants are added to the consortium in the full proposal, a further
assessment based on these conditions will have to take place. Here too, the above documents should
be submitted by email no later than ten working days before the submission deadline, so by 14:00:00
hours CEST on 15 September 2022.

*A comparable position refers to a researcher that has a demonstrable and comparable number of years
of experience in carrying out scientific research and supervising other researchers as a full, associate or
assistant professor. A lector or senior researcher employed by a university of applied sciences (HBO) or
a TO2 institute must be able to demonstrate three or more years of research experience in order to act
as a Principal Investigator.

Persons with a zero-hour employment agreement or with a contract for a limited period of time (other
than a tenure track appointment) may not submit a proposal. An exception to the required duration of
appointment may be made for: lectors employed by a university of applied sciences (HBO) and senior
researchers employed by a university of applied sciences or a TO2 institute under a temporary
appointment that does not cover the entire duration of the project.

It could be the case that the co-applicant’s tenure track agreement ends before the intended completion
date of the project for which funding is applied for, or that before that date, the co-applicant’s tenured
contract ends due to the co-applicant reaching retirement age. In that case, the co-applicant needs to
include a statement from their employer in which the organisation concerned guarantees that the
project and all project members for whom funding has been requested will receive adequate supervision
for the full duration of the project.

NWO will not award funding if, in its view, the provision of funding would constitute State aid within the
meaning of Article 107 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

South African side
There is one type of co-applicant from a research institution based in South Africa:

— aresearcher from one of the institutions listed in 3.1.1, who has an employment contract for
at least the duration of the application procedure and the duration of the research the grant is
applied for and who has a PhD or an equivalent qualification. Researchers with a zero-hour
contract at one of the institutions above cannot be a co-applicant. An exemption can be made
for researchers on a ‘tenure track’ contract at one of the institutions above.

Research partner from African countries in SGCI

Each consortium is encouraged to include one or more research partners from research institutions
based at any of the 16 African countries whose ministries and granting councils are a participating
member in the SGCI. See Annex 7.1 for details on SGCI. Please take note of the following:

—  African countries participating in the SGCI: Botswana, Burkina Faso, Céte d’lvoire, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and
Zimbabwe.

— Both the Dutch and South African researchers in the proposal must clearly indicate the benefit of
co-opting an African partner and the research activities that will be carried out in the SGCI African
partner country.
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— The SGCI African partner should be involved in the impact plan and should be a signatory to the
Consortium Agreement.

— If applicable, the Dutch and South African researchers should also indicate (in the Consortium
Agreement) the type of contribution (in kind / in cash) to be made by the SGCI African partner
country.

Please note: personnel of these organisations are excluded from payment of salaries and research costs
from the NRF grant. It is possible via the NWO grant (see Annex 7.4)°, for a maximum of € 75,000 of the
total budget.

All organisations participating in a consortium must be registered as a legal persona.

Collaboration partner from a practitioner organisation

A consortium includes at least one partner from a public, semi-public or private practitioner organisation
(for-profit or not-for-profit). Public and/or private practitioner collaboration partners are partners from
the public and/or semi-public sectors and/or industry. They are closely involved with the research and
impact plan.

Please note: personnel of these organisations are excluded from payment of salaries and research costs
from the NWO or NRF grant, unless they are hired through the NWO module ‘Material costs’ — work by
third parties (see Annex 7.4).

All organisations participating in a consortium must be registered as a legal persona.

Consortium

The Dutch main applicant submits the pre-proposal and full proposal via the NWO web application ISAAC
and the South African main applicant submits the full proposal via the NRF Online Submission System.
They are responsible for informing each other and the rest of the consortium of any feedback received
on the eligibility of the application.

The assessment process will take place via ISAAC. The Dutch main applicant is responsible for sharing
the reviewer reports, information regarding the rebuttal and any further information with the rest of
the consortium.

The South African main applicant and the Dutch main applicant will be informed of the grant decision by
their respective funding agencies. They are responsible for informing each other and the rest of the
consortium of this decision.

After a proposal has been awarded funding, the main applicants will become the project leaders and
point of contact for their respective funding agencies. The (knowledge) institutions of the main
applicants will be the main beneficiaries and will take responsibility for the project secretariat, the day-
to-day management and all financial affairs of the research project, including the final financial
accountability towards their respective funding agencies.

Co-applicants and collaboration partners have an active role in realising the project. The (sub) project
leaders and beneficiary/beneficiaries are jointly responsible for realising the entire project.

3.2 What can be applied for

Different costs can be reimbursed from the NRF and NWO grants. The application form allows you to
specify which organisation you would like to cover a certain cost. You should complete two budgets, one

9 NWO will not award any funding to partners in countries that fall under national or international sanction legislation and rules.
The EU Sanctions Map (www.sanctionsmap.eu) is guiding in this respect.
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specifying the costs to be covered by the NWO grant and one specifying the costs to be covered by the
NRF grant.

Reimbursable costs NRF budget

The South African researchers can apply for a maximum of R1 600 000 for research-related activities per
consortia project to be paid annually for over 4-years. The NRF budget makes allowance for research
related activities, reciprocal research visits/ mini sabbaticals by young researchers, knowledge sharing
costs (i.e. science engagements), etc. The R1 600 000 research funds exclude support for one 2-year
postdoctoral fellow and one 3-year doctoral student per consortia project. The financial support for
these two positions will be a top-up on the overall research funds. The NRF Online Submission System
has a section for budget requirements. South African applicants must ensure that they complete this
section of the application form in line with Annex 7.3 (i.e. NRF budget allocation per allowable research
activities).

Reimbursable costs NWO budget

For an application in this Call for proposals, a maximum of € 700,000 can be applied for from NWO. The
maximum duration of the proposed project is four years. The budget modules (including the maximum
amount) available for this Call for proposals are listed in the table below. Apply only for funding that is
vital to realise the project. A more detailed explanation of the budget modules can be found in the
annexe to the Call for proposals (7.4).

Budget module
PhD student

Professional Doctorate in Engineering
(PDENg)

Postdoc

Non-scientific staff (NSS) at universities

Other Scientific personnel (OSS) at
universities
Research leave

Personnel universities of applied sciences,

educational institutions and other
organisations
Material costs

Investments (up to € 150,000)
Knowledge utilisation
Internationalisation

Money follows Cooperation

Project management

3.3 Preparing an application

The 2022 call consists of three phases:

Maximum amount
2 positions, according to VSNU or NFU rates?®®

3 full-time positions, positions in combination with PhD
student(s) and or postdoc(s), according to VSNU or NFU
rates?®®

2 full-time positions, according to VSNU or NFU rates?*
€ 100,000, non-scientific staff at (NSS) universities?, in
combination with PhD student(s) and/or postdoc(s)*®

€ 100,000, in combination with PhD student and/or
postdoc

5 months, 1 FTE, according to VSNU or NFU rates?*®

3 full-time positions, rates based on Handleiding
Overheidstarieven 2021 (HOT) (Manual for Dutch
Government Fees 2021)

€ 15,000 per year per FTE scientific position

Maximum € 150,000

Maximum 20% of the total budget applied for
Maximum 20% of the total budget applied for

Less than 50% of the total budget applied for

Maximum 5% of the total budget applied for

— Announcing of research initiatives (not mandatory)

—  Preparing a pre-proposal
—  Preparing a full proposal

10 For personnel outside the Netherlands, the local rates are reimbursed up to a maximum equal to the VSNU rates.

Please note: costs for personnel from South Africa may only be applied for in the NRF grant.
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Announcing of research initiatives

Before submitting the pre-proposal, applicants are invited to announce their research initiatives online
on the Merian Fund South Africa programme web page. This may enable potential partners to contact
an applicant and possibly join a consortium or it may give reason to merge certain research initiatives.

The steps involved in writing a research initiative are:

- download the research initiative form from the NWO web application ISAAC or from the NWO web
page (on the grant page of the funding instrument concerned);

- complete the research initiative form;

-~ save the research initiative form as a PDF file and email it to NWO (southafrica-merian@nwo.nl);

-~ fill in the requested information online in ISAAC.

NWO will post the submitted research initiatives on the programme web page. A virtual matchmaking
event will be organised, in which the call and its conditions will be further highlighted.

The steps involved in joining the virtual matchmaking event are:
- The applicants of registered research initiatives will be invited to a virtual matchmaking event;
-~ Partners interested in joining a specific research initiative should make themselves known through
e-mailing the applicant or NWO (southafrica-merian@nwo.nl).

Preparing a pre-proposal

The steps involved in writing your application are:

— download the application form from the NWO web application ISAAC or from the NWO web page
(on the grant page of the funding instrument concerned);

— complete the application form;

— save the application form in ISAAC as a PDF file and upload it (without any annexes);

— fill in the requested information online in ISAAC.

You must write your application in English.

An application can only be submitted via the web application ISAAC. Applications that are not submitted
via ISAAC will not be taken into consideration.

As the Dutch main applicant, you are required to submit the application via your own personal ISAAC
account.

It is important to start with your application in ISAAC on time:

— Ifyou do not yet have an ISAAC account, then you should create this on time to prevent any possible
registration problems.

— Any new organisations must also be added to ISAAC by NWO.

— You also need to submit other details online.

Applications submitted after the deadline will not be taken into consideration by NWO and NRF.
For technical questions, please contact the ISAAC helpdesk, see contact (Chapter 6).

Do you, the South African main applicant, co-applicants and/or collaboration partners work at an
organisation that is not included in the ISAAC database? You can report this via relatiebeheer@nwo.nl
so that the organisation can be added to the database. This can take several days. It is therefore
important that you report this at least one week before the deadline.

The main applicants must inform the organisation where she/he works about the submission of the
application, and the organisation must accept the granting conditions of this Call for proposals.

Preparing a full proposal
The steps involved in writing your application are:


https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/merian-fund/south-africa-merian-fund
https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/merian-fund/south-africa-merian-fund
mailto:southafrica-merian@nwo.nl
mailto:southafrica-merian@nwo.nl
mailto:relatiebeheer@nwo.nl
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— download the application form from the NWO web application ISAAC or from the NWO web page
(on the grant page of the funding instrument concerned);

— complete the application form;

— save the application form in ISAAC and in the NRF Online Submission System as a PDF file and
upload it with any compulsory annexes; and

— fill in the requested information online in ISAAC and in the NRF Online Submission System.

Compulsory annexes:

— Budget;

—  Letter of commitment from the organisations of the main applicants, co-applicants, SGCI African
partners (if part of consortium) and public or private collaboration partners, in which the
institutions confirm that they agree to the conditions required for the execution of the project. The
letter must be signed by the Dean of the faculty or director of the organisation and be printed on
the letterhead of the institution or organisation. See the format in Annex 7.5;

—  Draft consortium agreement;

—  CVs of both main applicants and all co-applicants, SGCI African partners (if part of consortium) and
collaboration partners;

— In case of co-financing: a letter of guarantee from the co-financing organisation confirming the
numeric amount that will be provided as co-financing. In case the organisation of a consortium
member provides co-financing, this confirmation can be included in the letter of commitment.
Letters of guarantee and commitment are unconditional and do not contain any opt-out clauses.

Annexes must be uploaded in ISAAC and in the NRF Online Submission System separately from the
application. All of the annexes, except for the budget, must be submitted as PDF files (without
encryption). The requested budget from NWO must be submitted in ISAAC as an Excel file and the
requested budget from NRF must be submitted in the NRF Online Submission System. Any annexes other
than those above-mentioned are not permitted.

You must write your application in English.

An application can only be submitted via the web application ISAAC and the NRF Online Submission
System. Applications that are not submitted via ISAAC and the NRF Online Submission System will not
be taken into consideration.

Further details regarding submission to NRF

Applications must be submitted through an online application process to the NRF on the NRF Online
Submission System at https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za./. Please make use of the ‘General Application
Guide 2022’ for assistance on the steps to follow when applying for international research grants. The
link to the guide will be published on this web page: https://www.nrf.ac.za/funding/nrf calls.

Further details regarding submission to NWO
As the Dutch main applicant, you are required to submit the application via your own personal ISAAC
account.

It is important to start with your application in ISAAC on time:

— If you do not yet have an ISAAC account, then you should create this on time to prevent any
possible registration problems.

— Any new organisations must also be added to ISAAC by NWO.

—  You also need to submit other details online.

For technical questions, please contact the ISAAC helpdesk, see contact (Chapter 6).
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Do any newly added consortium members work at an organisation that is not included in the ISAAC
database? You can report this via relatiebeheer@nwo.nl so that the organisation can be added in the
database. This can take several days. It is therefore important that you report this at least one week
before the deadline.

3.4 Conditions for submission

3.4.2 Formal conditions for submission
NWO and NRF will assess your application against the conditions listed below. Your application will only
be admitted to the assessment procedure if it meets these conditions. After submitting your application,
we request you to be available to implement any possible administrative corrections so that you can
(still) meet the conditions for submission.

The conditions for the pre-proposal are:

— the main applicants, co-applicants, SGCI African partners (if part of consortium) and collaboration
partners meet the conditions stated in Section 3.1;

— the application form is, after a possible request to make additions or changes, is correct, complete
and filled out according to the instructions;

— the application is submitted via the Dutch main applicant’s ISAAC account;

— the application is received at or before the deadline set;

— the application is written in English;

— the proposed project has a duration of at most four years;

The conditions for the full proposal are:

— the main applicants, co-applicants and collaboration partners meet the conditions stated in Section
3.1;

— the main applicants submitted a pre-proposal;

— the application form is, after a possible request to make additions or changes, is correct, complete
and filled out according to the instructions;

— the application is submitted via the Dutch main applicant’s ISAAC account to NWO and via the South
African main applicant’s account to the NRF Online Submission System;

— the application is received at or before the deadline set, by both NWO and NRF;

— the application is written in English;

— the application budget is drawn up in accordance with the conditions for this Call for proposals;

— the proposed project has a duration of at most four years;

— all of the required annexes have been submitted.

3.5 Conditions on granting

The NWO Grant Rules 2017 and the Agreement on the Payment of Costs for Scientific Research are
applicable to all grants awarded by NWO. The NRF Conditions will be detailed in the ‘Conditions of Grant’
Contract to be signed between the researchers and the NRF during the award process.

3.5.1 Data management
Responsible data management is part of good research. NWO and NRF want research data that emerges
from publicly funded research to become freely available. Furthermore NWO and NRF want to raise
awareness among researchers about the importance of responsible data management.


mailto:relatiebeheer@nwo.nl
https://www.nwo.nl/en/nwo-grant-rules
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Data management NWO

The results of scientific research must be replicable, verifiable and falsifiable. In the digital age, this
means that, in addition to publications, research data must also be publicly accessible insofar as this is
possible. NWO expects that research data resulting from NWO-funded projects will be made publicly
available, as much as possible, for reuse by other researchers. “As open as possible, as closed as
necessary” is the applicable principle in this respect. Researchers are at least expected to make the data
and/or non-numerical results that underlie the conclusions of work published within the project publicly
available at the same time as the work’s publication. Any costs incurred for this can be included in the
project budget. Researchers should explain how data emerging from the project will be dealt with based
on the data management section in the proposal and the data management plan that is drawn up after
funding is awarded.

Data management section

The data management section is part of the proposal. Researchers are asked before the start of the
research to consider how the data collected will be ordered and categorised so that this can be made
publicly available. Measures will often already need to be taken, during the creation of data and analysis
of the data, to make its later storage and dissemination possible. If it is not possible to make all data
from the project publicly available, for example due to reasons of privacy, ethics or valorisation, then
the applicant is obliged to list the reasons for this in the data management section.

The data management section in the proposal is not evaluated and will therefore not be weighed in the
decision whether to award funding. However, both the referees and the committee can issue advice
with respect to the data management section.

Data management NRF

South African main applicants and co-applicants should ensure that the above-mentioned data
management plan also conforms to the data management standards and requirements of their
university.

Scientific integrity

The projects funded in this call must be carried out in accordance with the nationally and internationally
accepted standards for scientific conduct such as stated in the Netherlands Code of Conduct for Research
Integrity (2018). By submitting the proposal, the applicant commits to this code. In the case of a
(possible) violation of these standards during a project funded in this call, the applicant should
immediately inform NWO and NRF of this and should submit all relevant documents to NWO and NRF.
More information about the code of conduct and the policy regarding research integrity can be found
on the website: www.nwo.nl/en/scientific-integrity.

Ethical statement or licence

The applicant is responsible for determining whether an ethical statement or licence is needed for the
realisation of the proposed project. The applicant should ensure that this is obtained from the relevant
institution or ethics committee on time. If the project is awarded funding, then the grant is issued under
the condition that the necessary ethical statement or licence is obtained before the latest start date for
the project. The project cannot start until NWO and NRF have received a copy of the ethical statement
or licence.

It is the responsibility of the main applicants, in conjunction with their institutions, to ensure that all
research activities carried out in or outside South Africa comply with the laws and regulations of South
Africa and/or the foreign country in which the research activities are conducted.
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The awarded amount will not be released for payment if a copy of the required ethical clearance
certificate, as indicated in the application, is not attached to the Conditions of Grant contract. Refer to
the ‘Statement on Ethical Research and Scholarly Publishing Practices’ on the NRF website at
https://www.nrf.ac.za/media-room/news/statement-ethical-research-and-scholarly-publishing-
practices.

Nagoya Protocol

The Nagoya Protocol ensures an honest and reasonable distribution of benefits emerging from the use
of genetic resources (Access and Benefit Sharing; ABS). Researchers who make use of genetic sources
from the Netherlands or abroad for their research should familiarise themselves with the Nagoya
Protocol (www.absfocalpoint.nl). NWO and NRF assume that researchers will take all necessary actions
with respect to the Nagoya Protocol.

Co-funding

—  Partnering institutions from the SGCI African countries are encouraged to make in-kind and/or in-
cash contributions;

—  Co-financing by private and/or public parties is not a requirement for this Call, but if available, can
take the form of in-kind or cash co-financing;

— ltis possible for contributions to be partially in-kind and partially cash. The amounts of co-financing
specified in the budget should correspond to the amount of co-financing specified in the guarantee
letter or, in case of co-financing by an organisation that is part of the consortium, in the letter of
commitment. Letters of guarantee and letters of commitment are unconditional and do no contain
opt-out clauses;

— Institutions from SGCI African countries and the private and/or public parties that are part of the
consortium should be involved in the research for the duration of the project;

—  Co-financing provided by a South African institution or organisation should be included in the South
African budget, and should be accounted for to NRF. Co-financing provided by other institutions or
organisations should be included in the NWO budget, and accounted for to NWO;

—  After a proposal has been awarded funding, NWO will invoice the private or public party that has
pledged an in-cash contribution if that in-cash contribution exceeds € 5,000. After the contribution
has been received, the money will be awarded to the project. Cash contributions of less than €
5,000 are marked by NWO-WOTRO as in kind contributions. It is the responsibility of the Dutch
main applicant to invoice cash co-funding organisations who are contributing less than € 5,000.

Programmatic coherence

The projects awarded under this call for proposals should contribute to the Water-Energy-Food nexus.
To this end, main applicants and researchers are expected to contribute to knowledge exchange and
knowledge utilisation activities at the programme level and to attend meetings that will be organised
for that purpose. This includes the programme’s kick-off, mid-term and concluding workshops with the
other projects funded under the Cooperation South Africa (NRF) - the Netherlands programme. This is
in addition to the activities organised by the individual projects for this purpose. Consortia should budget
for their attendance at these meetings (at least € 15,000).
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4 Assessment procedure

This chapter first of all describes the course of the assessment procedure (Section 4.2). It then states the
criteria that the assessment committee will use to assess your application (Section 4.3).

The NWO Code for Dealing with Personal Interests applies to all persons and NWO employees involved
in the assessment and/or decision-taking process (www.nwo.nl/en/code-dealing-personal-interests).

NWO and NRF strive to achieve an inclusive culture in which there is no place for conscious or
unconscious barriers due to cultural, ethnic or religious background, gender, sexual orientation, health
or age (www.nwo.nl/en/diversity-and-inclusion). NWO and NRF encourage referees and members of an
assessment committee or jury to be actively aware of implicit associations and to try to minimise these.
NWO and NRF will provide them with information about concrete ways of improving the assessment of
an application.

4.1 The San Fransico Declaration (DORA)

NWO is a signatory to the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA). DORA is a
worldwide initiative that aims to improve the way research and researchers are assessed. DORA
contains recommendations for research funders, research institutions, scientific journals and other
parties.

DORA aims to reduce the uncritical use of bibliometric indicators and obviate unconscious bias in the
assessment of research and researchers. DORA’s overarching philosophy is that research should be
evaluated on its own merits rather than on the basis of surrogate measures, such as the journal in
which the research is published.

When assessing the scientific track record of applicants, a broad definition of scientific products is used
in this call.

NWO and NRF request committee members and referees not to rely on indicators such as the Journal
Impact Factor or the h-index when assessing applications. Applicants are not allowed to mention these
in their applications. You are, however, allowed to list other scientific products besides publications,
such as datasets, patents, software and code, et cetera.

For more information on how the principles of DORA are implemented in this call, see
www.nwo.nl/en/dora.

4.2 Procedure

The application procedure consists of the following steps:

—  Submission of the statement of intent

—  Submission of the pre-proposal

—  Consideration of the pre-proposal

— Assessment of the pre-proposal by assessment committee

— Decision-making by NRF RISA Exectuives and WOTRO Steering Committee
—  Submission of the proposal

— Consideration of the proposal

— Peer review by referees

— Rebuttal

— Assessment by assessment committee

— Decision-making by NRF RISA Exectuives and WOTRO Steering Committee


http://www.nwo.nl/en/code-dealing-personal-interests
http://www.nwo.nl/en/diversity-and-inclusion
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Submission of the statement of intent

The submission of a research initiative is not compulsory for this Call for proposals. The research initiative
provides a brief explanation of the research question and an initial indication of the parties involved in
the consortium. For the research initiative submission, a standard form is available on the funding page
of this Call for proposals on the NWO website. The research initiative must be submitted by the deadline
via email (see paragraph 1.3). After submitting the research initiative, you will receive a confirmation of
receipt.

Submission of the pre-proposal

The submission of a pre-proposal is compulsory for this Call for proposals. The pre-proposal is a concise
proposal. For the pre-proposal submission, a standard form is available on the funding page of this Call
for proposals on the NWO website. The pre-proposal form completed by you must have been received
before the deadline via ISAAC (see paragraph 1.3). After submitting the pre-proposal, the Dutch main
applicant will receive a confirmation of receipt.

Consideration of the pre-proposal

As soon as possible after you have submitted your pre-proposal, the Dutch main applicant will hear from
NWO and NRF whether or not it will be taken into consideration. NWO and NRF will determine this based
on several administrative-technical criteria (see the formal conditions for submission, Section 3.4). NWO
and NRF can only take your pre-proposal into consideration if it meets these conditions.

Please bear in mind that within two weeks after the submission deadline, we may approach you with
any possible administrative corrections that need to be made so that your pre-proposal can (still) meet
the conditions for submission. You will be given the opportunity to make the corrections, and you will
be given five working days to do this. If needed, a second opportunity may be granted with a maximum
of two working days.

Assessment of the pre-proposal
The IAC will assess the pre-proposals, without making use of external referees, according to the criteria
in section 4.3.1. The IAC will subsequently rank all pre-proposals. The IAC will then present a
substantiated advice to the WOTRO Steering Co